
Board Meeting Minutes October 12, 2020 Page 1 

 

Dardanelle School District 

Board of Education Meeting 
October 12, 2020 

Education Center 

6:00 p.m. 

 

-Minutes- 

Members Present: 
 Jerry Dawson, President  

Haley Sosebee, Vice President 

 Sarah Davis, Secretary 

Jami Kendrick 

Tony Sigle  

 

I. Call to Order/Pledge  
 

President Dawson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

II. Statements from the Public 

 

None 

 

III. Information Items  

 

A.  Building Reports  

 

October 20th will be the end of the first quarter for the district.  Administrators thanked students and their 

staff members for the efforts to make the first 9 weeks a success.  A special thank you went out to all the 

school nurses and COVID Point of Contact, April Hunt.  Monday, October 5th was a blended learning day 

for students K-12.  Staff members were especially appreciative of this day as they used the day to connect 

with virtual students and it provided an opportunity for a “trial run” scenario should circumstances arise 

that causes the district to have to switch to strictly online learning in the future.   

 

B.  Curriculum Report  

 

Shawn Hettinga discussed the district’s participation in ENGAGE.  It is a new program offered in 

partnership with the Department of Education and the state’s Education Renewal Zones and Graduation 

Alliance.   Due to the pandemic and shifts in instruction, many students across the state have struggled to 

adjust and remain engaged in learning.  This program will serve as a bridge between the district, higher 

education, and educational service cooperatives with a focus on improving school performance and 

academic achievement as well as the necessary educational support to students both in-person and 

virtually. 

 

The district has also collaborated with Counseling Associates to offer a free mental health program for 

staff members during the pandemic crisis.   

 

Mrs. Hettinga reviewed the recent blended learning day in addition to announcing the next blended 

learning day on Friday, October 16th.  She reiterated the appreciation of staff members for 

administration’s support of the blended learning day.  She plans to send out a COVID impact survey to 

teachers, students, and parents to measure the effectiveness of the current plan. 
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Mrs. Hettinga and Jon Nathan George, Technology Coordinator, have applied for a program through T-

Mobile called Project 10Million.  The program works to ensure home internet access is not a barrier to a 

child’s education.   

 

Mrs. Hettinga also thanked the nurses for their efforts during the COVID crisis.  In addition, the nurses 

and administration have developed an excellent COVID communication and tracking system.  

 

C.  Financial Report 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Thaxton, Business Manager, provided the financial report.  The district has an ending 

balance of $4,209,078.33 in total operating funds and $3,083,152.22 in total building funds as of 

September 30, 2020.   

 

D.  Food Service Report 

 

Kerri Thomas, Food Service Coordinator, announced the Primary, Intermediate, and Middle School fresh 

fruits & vegetable program started on October 1.  Free and reduced applications are in and the percentage 

as of October 1 was 70.6%.  Student meals continue to be free through the end of the calendar year with 

the possibility of that program being extended until the end of the school year.  She will continue to watch 

for more information that may be released and update the board as it becomes available. 

 

E.  Operations Report 

 

Mr. Vestal was absent from the meeting. 

 

President Dawson welcomed new athletic director, Lucas Skaggs, to the meeting. Coach Skaggs thanked 

administration and board members for the opportunity to serve as he has been working hard to learn all of 

the aspects of the athletic director duties. 

 

IV. Discussion Items 

 

None 

 

V.  Action Items   BY CONSENSUS 

 

A. Approval of Minutes     

 

Approval of September 14, 2020 regular meeting minutes  

 

B.  Approval of Bills 

 

Administration recommends approval of the September 2020 bills for payment as submitted. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the action items by consensus. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VI. Action Items 

 

A. 2021 Annual School Election Date 

 

The date of the 2021 Annual School Board Election is May 18, 2021.  This date will be provided to the 

county clerk as required under policy 1.21. 
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Mrs. Sosebee moved to approve the 2021 Annual School Election Date as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

B.  Petition for Student Transfer 

 

Administration recommended approving a petition for student transfer from names omitted on behalf of 

name omitted to transfer from Dardanelle School District to Russellville School District.   

 

Mrs. Kendrick moved to approve the petition for transfer as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

C.  Occupational Accidental Death & Dismemberment Coverage 

 

Administration recommended renewing the Occupational Accidental Death and Dismemberment 

Insurance Coverage with AFGA at a rate of $667.00 for coverage January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. 

 

Mrs. Davis moved to renew the policy coverage with AFGA as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

D. Copy Paper Bids 

 

Mr. Vestal took bids for 840 cases of copy paper.  Administration recommended approving the low bid 

from Contract Paper Group, Inc. for $21,324.45.  Bids are included in the minutes. 

 

Mr. Sigle moved to approve the low bid from Contract Paper Group, Inc. as submitted.  Motion carried 5-

0.  

 

E. Purchase of 2019 Used Bus 

 

Administration recommended approving the purchase of a 2019 IC 84 passenger bus for $85,000.00.   

 

Mrs. Sosebee moved to approve the bus purchase as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

VII. Executive Session 

 

The board adjourned to executive session at 6:20 p.m. and returned at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Resignations: 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Maribeth Miller, Cook, effective  

October 2, 2020. 

 

Administration recommended accepting the resignation of Mashella Wade, Teacher, effective October 30, 

2020. 

 

Mrs. Kendrick moved to approve the executive session items as submitted.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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VIII. Adjourn   

 

At 8:00 p.m., Mrs. Davis moved to adjourn.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

________________________________  ____________________________ 

Jerry Dawson, Board President   Sarah Davis, Board Secretary 


